To Father with Love
Introduction: The Possible Purpose of Father’s Day.

(1) A Renewal of the Children’s Love for the Father to ‘Onour and Obey him. 

(2) A Reminder to the Father of his Relationship, Role and Responsibility to his children.

William Shakespeare  in As You Like It writes about …
The Seven Ages of Man 

All the world's a stage,
And all the men and women merely players:
They have their exits and their entrances;
And one man in his time plays many parts,
His acts being seven ages. At first the infant,

Mewling and puking in the nurse's arms.
Then the whining school-boy, with his satchel
And shining morning face, creeping like snail
Unwillingly to school. And then the lover,
Sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad
Made to his mistress' eyebrow. Then a soldier,
Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the pard,
Jealous in honor, sudden and quick in quarrel,
Seeking the bubble reputation
Even in the cannon's mouth. And then the justice,
In fair round belly with good capon lined,
With eyes severe and beard of formal cut,
Full of wise saws and modern instances;
And so he plays his part. The sixth age shifts
Into the lean and slipper'd pantaloon,
With spectacles on nose and pouch on side,
His youthful hose, well saved, a world too wide
For his shrunk shank; and his big manly voice,
Turning again toward childish treble, pipes
And whistles in his sound. Last scene of all,
That ends this strange eventful history,
Is second childishness and mere oblivion,
Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans every thing

(3) This Relationship between Children and Father can be summarised as …

A. The Four Ages of Father
And one man in his time plays many parts, His acts being seven ages. – Shakespeare

Act 1 
- He is Father to his children.
Act 2 
- He is a Foreigner to his children.

Act 3 
- He is a Friend to his children.

Act 4 
- He is back to being Father to his children.

 [The following Article is taken from Akountan Nasional Vol. 13 No. 5 and adapted for Father’s Day as follows.]

	My Father and I



	The Child Stage:

When I was …

Four years old:
	Act 1 – My Dad, the Father.

My daddy can do anything.



	Five years old:
	My daddy knows a whole lot.



	Six years old:
	My dad is smarter than your dad.



	Eight years old:
	My dad doesn’t know exactly everything.



	Ten years old:
	In the olden days, when my dad grew up things were sure different.



	The Teen Stage: 

Twelve years old:
	Act II – My Dad, the Foreigner.

Oh, well, Dad doesn’t know anything about that. He is too old to remember his childhood.



	Fourteen years old:
	Don’t pay any attention to my dad. He is so old fashioned.



	Twenty years old:
	He’s hopelessly out of date.



	The Adult Stage:

Twenty-five years old:
	Act III – My Dad, the Friend.

Dad knows about it, but then he should, because he has been around so long.



	Thirty years old:
	Maybe we should ask Dad what he thinks. After all, he’s had a lot of experience.



	Thirty-five years old:
	I’m not doing a single thing until I talk to Dad.



	Forty years old:
	I wonder how Dad would have handled it. He was so wise.



	The Senior Stage:

Fifty years old:
	Act IV – My Dad, the Father.

I’d give anything if Dad were here now, so I could talk this over with him. Too bad I didn’t appreciate how smart he was. I could have learnt a lot from him.


B. The Three Charges to Father

1. 
Follow the Example of God the Father.

a. 
In Understanding the Children  
Psa. 103:13 cf. Lk. 6:36

i. 
Know their Feelings.
v. 13

ii. 
Know their Frame
v. 14

b. 
In Upbringing (dealing with) the Children  
I Thes. 2:11


For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children
NIV


As ye know how we 1exhorted and 2comforted and 3charged every one of you, as a father
KJV

i. 
Exhort them. 
1parakaleo, lit. = to call to one's side
· has the meaning of to beseech, or
Mt. 8:5; Acts 13:42

· to exhort, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct.
I Thes.  ; 2:11; 4:1 (NIV)

ii. 
Encourage them.
2paramutheomai, lit. = to relate near, i.e. console, comfort.   Ct. Col. 3:21

iii. 
Entrust them. 
3marturomai = to bear witness, to testify to previous experiences


The End (Purpose) of the above is that (they) would walk worthy of God, v. 12

2. 
Follow the Exhortation of God the Father.

a. 
Negatively: Don't "Nag" the children.
Eph. 6:4; Col. 3:21

"provoke" = to exasperate, to embitter

(through over-protection; favouritism; discouraging attitude;  neglect; poor example, etc.)
b. 
Positively: Do Nurture the children in the admonition of the Lord.
Eph. 6:4; cf. I Chr. 28:9

i. "nurture" = rear tenderly

ii. "admonition" = training by the spoken word; cf. discipline

c. 
Affirmatively: Manage the children well.
I Tim. 3:4, 5; Tit. 1:6

i. 
They should be under Subjection, and not Riotous.

·  "Subjection" = Submission ct. freedom, independence

ii. 
They should be in Sobriety, and not unRuly.
 

· “Sobriety" = `under control with true dignity 


- commanding their respect in every way and keeping them respectful  (Amp.)   

iii. 
Only Such can be examples of believing (`faithful') children. 
Tit. 1:6

3. Follow the Expectations of God the Father.

a. Teach the Children to ‘Onour’ God the Father.
I Sam. 2:30b

i. Eli’s children did not honour their father and God.
I Sam. 2:11-17b
ii. Eli honoured his children more than God.
I Sam. 2:29

iii. Samuel honoured the Lord, grew in favour with men


and was honoured by them back.
I Sam. 2:21b, 26

b. Teach the Children to ‘Onour’ Father and Mother.
Eph. 6:2

i. It is the Basis for Spiritual Submission.
Ex. 20:12

· Do not Rebuke your father
I Tim. 5:1

· Do Requite (Repay) your father with good. 
I Tim. 5:4

· God is not pleased with Excuses of False Piety. 
Mt. 15:4-6

· God is pleased with acts of Filial Fidelity. 
I Tim.5.4

ii. It is the Basis for a Solid Social Structure.
I Tim. 5:1-3

· Respect for the elderly and the widows.

· Regard the younger brothers and sisters.

iii. It is the Basis for Personal Prosperity.
Eph. 6:2, 3

· For Well-being and for Worthy living.
Eph. 6:1, 2

· Sign of a Good Son Showing Gratitude.
Gen. 47:12; 45:9, 10, 11

c. Teach the Children to Obey their Parents.
Eph. 6:1; Col. 3:20

i. It is Socially Right - Society expects it.
6:1

ii. It is Spiritually Right - The Lord expects it
Col. 3:20  

· The Sphere of Obedience - "in all things" 
Col. 3:20

· The Scope of Obedience - "in the Lord"  
Eph. 6:1

iii. It is Scripturally Right - "the first commandment with promise" 
ct. Deut. 21:18-21  

iv. It is Selfwardly Right - "that it may be well with thee"
cf. Heb. 5:8

Have a BLESSED FATHER'S DAY this year,

and may the BLESSING of God the FATHER
be on all Fathers and all their children this day.

